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“The Forum reminds us that effective prevention
is more than evidence-informed; it is evidence-
driven and youth-powered, ensuring that young
people have a seat at the table where decisions
are made.”

Kristian Holge

| Regional Representative
‘.}/ UNODC Regional Office for South Asia

"Drug demand reduction and the new media challenges
need to be addressed with a new lens on prevention, and
CMF 2026 focuses on these topics. This conference will
work to shape a shared civil society guideline for Drug
Demand Reduction in a Digitally Connected World

Diana Vincent

Founder Director,
Fourth Wave Foundation
Executive Director- Children Matter Forum

"Young people have the power to shape safer, healthier,
and more resilient futures. Real change begins when
youth choose to lead, inspire one another, and become
the voice of hope and responsibility within their own

communities."

Billy Batware

Program Officer, UNODC. (United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime) Austria



Delegates
and Speakers

The 3-day forum will have national and
international delegates and speakers:

e Givil Society Members < Policy Makers
o Educators Practitioners « Government Representatives

« Prevention-treatment-recovery Professionals
 Media Professionals. Youth Leaders
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Day 1theme - Mapping the Threat: Children,
Misinformation & the Digital Drug Trade

Day 2 theme - Building Resilience: Digital Safety, Awareness &
Protective Ecosystems for Youth + Cultural Evening

Day 3 theme - Shared Responsibility: Media, Storytelling, Policy
& the Way Forward

6 listed tracks as guidlines for speakers:

Trafficking & Dark Web | Digital Safety | Youth and
conversations that Matter | Health & Consumerism |
Media & Content Responsibility | Policy & Way Forward.



Regional Representative Secretary, Program Officer, Executive Director,
UNODC Regional Office Secretariat of UNODC - Austria Movendi International - Chief Executive Officer
for South Asia Comprehensive Policies Sweden Planet Youth - lealand

on Drugs - Argentina

Founder and Chairperson Executive Director, Therapist and Clinical Head, Corporate & Advocacy,
of Women Without Dalgarno Institute - Supervisor - Denmark Singapore Anti Narcotics
Borders (WwE) Australia Association (SANA) - Singapore

SpeakKers

Founder and Director Advisory Board Member, Advisory Board Member,
Fourth Wave Foundation - Fourth Wave Foundation Fourth Wave Foundation
India
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Executive Director, Advisory Board Member, Advisory Board Member, Advisory Board Member,
Fourth Wave Foundation - Fourth Wave Foundation Fourth Wave Foundation Fourth Wave Foundation
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Youth Drug
Prevention in
the Digital Age




Social Media
is a major

Children spend an average
of 8 HOURS A DAY ONLINE.
Meanwhile, 76% of social
media posts portray
substance use positively.
THIS SHAPES THEIR
BELIEFS, ATTITUDES, AND
BEHAVIOURS. Social
determinants of health
among youth are
increasingly shaped by
access to online information.




pcall GBS
to Action

- To embrace evidence-based digital prevention
approaches.

- To ensure that digital environments support
positive development and healthy choices.

. To empower youth as partners in prevention.

- To engage digital content creators, digital
marketers, and online communities to foster
responsible content and counter harmful
norms.

. To re-engage young people in a focused way to
address growing issues like health, social safety,
trafficking, and crime caused by substance
abuse through an intergenerational model of
support and accompaniment.




- Establish the need for sensible media
approaches to address the risk of
normalisation of substance use and
crime among children and young people.

« Advocate for the creation of substance
abuse free environments for children
globally, with special emphasis on digital
ecosystems.

. Strengthen civil society responses in
curating online safety and promoting
positive youth behavioural health.
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visit: www.fourthwavefoundation.org/children-matter-forum

Email: conference@fourthwavefoundation.org

Fourth Wave Foundation (Project VENDA®)
Panthaplackal House, Cheriyakumaroth Lane,
Mamangalam, Palarivattom, Ernakulam, 682 025.
Phone - +91 628 256 9231
www.fourthwavefoundation.org
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